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Wayne Birdsell, of Ward fk Paul reporting 
firm, called and said a Defense Department representative had suggested 
to him that the Agency would probably be interested in buying a copy of testimony- 
given by Michael J. Uhl and J. Kenneth Osborn before Representative Moorhead's 
Foreign Operations and Government Information Subcommittee on Monday, 

2 August. The subject of the hearings was "Currency Exchange in Southeast 
Asia, " but according to Birdsell, Uhl and Osborn talked at great length about 
the use of torture, murder, and various interrogation techniques in Southeast 
Asia. I thanked Birdsell for calling us on this and told him I would let him 
know. 

Mr. Pforzheimer advised of a call he had 
received from Keith Morgan, on the staff of Representative W. C. "Dan" 

Daniel (D. , Va. ), who had been referred to Pforzheimer by Russ Blandford, 
Chief Counsel, House Armed Services Committee. Morgan wanted some 
assistance concerning certain documentation pertaining to the Russian -Finnish 
War, Mr. Pforzheimer gave him some suggestions as to sources of information 
on the subject and Morgan expressed appreciation for the assistance. 

q. Left with Richard Perle, Senate Subcommittee 

on National Security and International Operations staff, several newspaper 
articles on Victor Louis. They consisted of the fo llo win g : 

a. "The man who sent Khrushchev's memoirs West" by Peter 
Worthington, dated 6 December 1970, from the Baltimore Sun. 

b. "Would You Buy a Used Manuscript From This Man? " by 
Herbert Gold, dated 31 January 1971, from the New York Times 
Magazine . 

c. "News-breaks, escapades, and an aura of mystery" by Charlotte 
Saikowski, dated 29 July 1971, from the Christian Science Monitor . 

d. "Around the World" dated 30 July 1971, from the Washington Post. 

e. "Kremlin's Victor Louis Finds Prestige Has its Drawbacks" 

by Harry Trimborn, dated 30 July 1971, from the Los Angele s Times. 
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MOSCOW— Victor Louis wishes 
people would stop making such a 
fuss over him just because he has a 
reputation as a Kremlin mystery 
man and troubleshooter for missions 
too delicate for ordinary diplomats. 

It's robbing him of his privacy, he 
complains. As he put it in an inlci- 
view Thursday: , 

"When 1 invite people to my house 
— which I do all the time— 1 am now 
frightened that they will count the 
silver spoons and turn it into anoth- 
er story. 

"If I offer someone a french t; iga- 
rct or a Coke, that's already another 
•.Ktorv, saying Victor Louis is the 
only 'Russian with ‘French clgarcts 
and Coca Cola. 

."It's disgusting, i can t make a 
critical remark. I can't make any 
suggestions. I can't make any state- 
ment without it becoming some sort 
of an international issue." 

And now. lie complains, there is all 
this speculation over his planned vi- 
sit to the United buttes. The L-R 
Kmbassy here has granted, him a vi- 
sa for o' 39-day trip” to begin "on nr 
about Aug. J." The visa limits bin. 
stay to an area within 2u miles of 
New York City, a restriction that in- 
furiates Louis. 

l ie indicated he may not make the 
trip until the fuss dies down. 

"I will tell you definitely, I would- 
n't bother to go at all. I don't like be- 
ing hunted down. I don't want to be 
turned into a kind of freak show in. 
the United States. I want 
some privacy." 

Louis insisted the trip 
would he for "private rea- 
sons," but he wouldn't say 
what thiy were. He em- 
phasised, however; "I do 
object to the itied. that' I 
am supposed to, go. there 
on any official 'mission." 

He avoided giving a 
straight yes or no answer 
on whether he would go. 

The only thing about the 


if 


HARRY TRIM BORN . 

Times Stall writer 

report a b o u.t it from 
Washington last Sunday 
was incorrect. It stated 
that Louis was 'already in 
th* United States., 

■ "But X am not surprised 
about the report, 0 he b?,io. 

*1 m nbm supposed to ba 
r« . -<-? A L tUtt 0 . 

U* r ;\ 

This <£9«8*ft* 

(Wjj vul 

,Al ‘ 1 

thn p'uulj hand- 

®bw fcea frsiit?. a by sold- 
rijwtatd 

homo t’A h-'j KluWilC-A Xo 
miles front .mcAyov, Pj-'y 
parinc.' to t?.ke u oip in his 
swimming pool, 
y., /Rich X.if«*Styl® ; 

' For a man who Is. insist- 
ing on his privacy, l>uta 
onjovs a life-style that 
hardly invites anonymity, 
especially in. the- Soviet 

Union. • ' 

“His home is like no other 
. 'in the c ount r y, av 1 1 li 
enough gadgets and crea- 
ture comfort's from around 
• the world to satisfy the 

..most materialistic-minded 

.capitalist pf the West. 

' M.fe himself is a standout 
wherever he goes, even 
in the fashionable world ot 
'tho Moscow cocktail mills, 
drefesed in clothes of ex- 
' pensive material, o.xcci- 
, lent tailoring and latest 
fashion. • , 

, • He attributes his plusli 
existence ^ in various -de* 
Vice to his wealthy, Rn* 
tislvhom. wife, Jennifer, 
and his own hard work as 
a corro.-oondc.nt for the 
Lsndon Evening N«va._ 

It is not so much I-ouls' 
life-style that. Westerners, 
here find intriguing. The’ 
my s t e r y L. surrou tiding 
Louis is based on 'what he, 
does, where he goes and 
for whom he is actually 


is the KGB (secret po- 
lice) or.Soyiet intelligence 
agencies.' A' A • 

•For instance, Fvvhen he 
suddenly showed up in Is- 
rael earlier this month, he 
claimed the six-day visit 
was made to receive medi- 
cal treatment "for my 
plumbago." 

Nobody, of course be- 
lieved that. The real rea- 
son for the visit was, ac- 
cording to speculation, to 
test the ground for re- 
establishment of Soviet-Js- 
raeli diplomatic relations,, 
which had been broken 
following the 1967 six-day 
-war. 

The Israelis heatedly' 
denied such reports, while 
the Russians, as usual, 
didn't say a word. 

■ Now comes Louis' 
planned trip to the United 
States, where he reported- 
ly- will meet with an old 

business asssociate, Lucy 
Jarvis, a producer for 
NBC News. 

About four years ago, 
Louis reportedly had been 
a go-between in supplying 
Alias Jarvis with interview 
film clips of deposed Pre- 
mier Nikita S. Khrush- 
chev. The clips reportedly 
werb made after Khrush- 
chi'V had been deposed 
slid was then, as now, liv- 
ing as a "non person, 

Louis also was involved 
In two other major devel- 
opments relating to 
Khrushchev. Through a 
story filed with his news- 
paper in London, Louis 
was the .first to reveal 
Khrushchev's ■ ouster m 
1964. 

More recently he re- 
portedly had a hand in 
■ 1 - -• Ji "" Time, Inc., 


with material used in pub- 
lication of the control er- 
,sial. memoirs of the former 
'premier, "Khrushchev Re- 
members." 


The only thing about me lor wrwm - ft k r 6 v f d j „ g Time 
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Shopping Spree 
.While in the United 
States— -if and . wheii he 
goes — Louis said he in- 
tends to A'isit friends and 
undertake ash o p p i n g 
spree to satisfy his desire 
for American gadgetiy. 

H Louis planned to go to 
the United Slates, to make 
another deal wiih ML' 3 
Jarvis, or anybody else, he 
could probably just as well 
have done it-—with far less 
publicity — in some other 
foreign city, such as Co- 
penhagen, where . he re- 
portedly engaged in nego- 
tiations on the question- 
able Khrushchov memoir?. 

If nothing else, it would 
cool his anger at the State 
Department for limiting 
his trip to the New York 
area. He indicated that the 
restriction was a manifes- 
tation of hypocrisy by the 
U.S. government. He said: 

"You always claim you 
are better than the Rus- 
sians and say there are no 
restrictions on Soviet tour- 
ists in the United States. 
But this is not so. When I 
was last in the United 
States (about two years 
ago), I wanted to call the 
State Department and in- 
form them all about my 
movements, since they 
seemed so eager to xnow 
about .what I was up to. 

"Unfortunately, they did 
not accept collect calls. 
U.S, Not He av in 
"I have nothuig against 
America or Americans, 
you understand," he said, 
and added with a touch of 
sarcasm: 
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■"People do believe rtfs a 

kind of paradise. You are a 

nice people and a nice . , 

country, but you ar6 not 

heaven." 

lie said that under the 
25 - m i 1 e restriction, "I 
could get arrested if some- 
one takes me to a restaur- 
ant 26 miles away." 

Louis noted he would 
not be traveling, on a So- 
viet diplomatic passport 
but one issued to Soviet 

citizens who have rela- • 

fives living abroad. In his 

case, bis passport, which 

lists his occupation as 1 

journalist, is based bn the 

fact, that his wife has rela- 
tives in Britain. 

Louis said the U.S. Em- 
bassy here had sought to 
get a list of names of per- 
sons he wished to see in 
the United States as part ( 
of the information re-| 
quired for the visa appli- 
cation. He said he refused 

because ha considered ‘ 

such a request, and similar i 
information, "humiliat-j. 
his'." 

Rules Defended 
■The. U.S. Embassy here J 
insisted that the restric-l 
lions placed on Louis were 
based on the principle of 
reciprocity. Said an em- 
bassy spokesman: 

"The restrictions he has 
on his travels, based on 
the information he has . 
supplied us, are no more 
than those imposed, on 
American citizens visiting . 
the Soviet Union. If he 
were a British citizen he 
would be free to travel 
anywhere in the United 
States, just as Americans 
are free to travel any- 
where in Britain." 

Louis ended the inter-* 

view with a comment that • 

would probably not be 
made anywhere else in the 
Soviet Union: 

"Well, I aitt going, to. • 

have a dip in my ’Ameri- 
can' pool now." - ' V 
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30 JUl 1971 
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• Victor Louis, the Soviet 
journalist believed to be as- 
sociated with Soviet intelli- 
gence organizations, has re- 
ceived a visa to visit the 
United States hut has not 
arrived. It was erroneously 
reported in The Washington 
Post Sunday that he had ar- 
rived. 1 
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By Charlotte Saikowski 
Staff correspondent of 
The Christian Science Monitor 
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test site in Sinkiang Province. And not long 
ago his name was linked with the publication 


Moscow 


What next for Victor Louis? 


Soon the mysterious, gallivanting Soviet 
journalist is expected to surface in the 
United Slates. lie has been granted a 30- 
day visa ns of Aug. 1 which permits him to 
visit the city of New York. 
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abroad of “Khrushchev Remembers," some 
reports suggesting that Mr. Louis had sold' 
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His official business is to see someone at 
NBC. What that all means is anyone’s guess . 
here but,r in view of Mr. Louis’s notoriety, 
the temptation is to wonder bemusedly 
whether he intends to merchandise a Soviet 
literary manuscript, purvey some film, or 
carry out a sensitive political task for the 
Kremlin. ■' . 

1 Mr. Louis himself characteristically re- 
fuses to divulge his plans. Asked by phone 
whether he was actually going to America 
(it would be his third visit), he replied, 

“Well, I have a visa.” v ' 

Then, in a polite, verbose conversation Khrushchev news broken 
that never seemed to come to grips with - - 
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the manuscript abroad for the KOI' in orclei 
to pick up hard currency for the Russians. 

Westerners who hobnob with him person- 
ally describe him variously as intelligent, 
"devious, ’’ “charming,” "suave," and "eva- 
sive." Mr. Louis himself has denied any 
connections with the Soviet secret police, 
insisting that he is a Soviet journalist work- 
ing 'for a foreign newspaper. "Why don t 
people believe me?" be was once quoted as 

asking. , . 

His luxurious living style is one reason. 


UPI Photo 


Victor Louis 


Prison sentence , 

Besides- a modern apartment in Moscow, 
Mr. Louis has a big country dacha near the 
village of Percdelkino replete with tennis 
court, swimming pool, and foreign cars. 

! There he and his English wife play host to 
a varied collection of Western journalists, 
foreign writers, and high Soviet officials. 
Life was rot always so generous to the 

192c 
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t' 10 * 1 -ij" man and this accounts for his rrenen 

Ching-kuo, President Clnang Kai-shek s cldei dl,a 

While . university «*-,**«> 


him correctly, a visa to Mexico. 

Visit to Israel cials. In a subsequent article lor me r 

. , _ . ' inc'ton Post he hinted at the possibility of Stalin years, he got a job at the BiatiUai 

. Who is this controversial Soviet globe- f cLblishme.P of diplomatic tics between Embassy in Moscow. Soon afterward lie 
trotter? „ 'T'S Lbn was arrested and sentenced to 25 years n 


jjuuiiatiLU 7 . 

in Moscow, adds another extraordinary not 
to the Victor Louis saga. 


•‘KClV Vonnt”” "qnvipV one7at?ve ^ Krem- London with Valery Tarsis, the underground Two ycars , at er he- married Jcnnifc 

lin?roubfeshooter S » and “^Dochl Soviet em- writer whom Soviet authorities had do- Stl .., lha ,^ nanny t0 the children of a Bril 
Iin troiibleshootei , and special Soviet em - clai . ed t0 bo insane and allowed to fly -to the [&h nava i. attache in Moscow. Mrs. Louie 

issaiy. Whatevei the truth of h s connec- . Louis described himself then as , wrilcs f ov the Times educational sip: 

lions, it is hardly possible he could operate f public-relations officer f 9 r Mr.- Xiont and produces the only regularl 

^,Krs:S“ l !sir c, " r "“ l,o,,!l ' ,p 

Most recently, after a flurry of reports 111 ia ew n er. 
about alleged Israeli-Soviet meetings in Fin-- Bogus interview, 

land and elsewhere, Mr. Louis showed up When Stalin’s daughter, Svetlana AJlilu- 
in Israel. This touched off speculation that yeva, defected to the West, Mr. Louis re- 
the Russians were putting out feelers of portedly tried to undercut the publication 
sorts on the restoration of diplomatic rcla- 0 f ber book by peddling another version of 
lions between Moscow and Tel Aviv. her manuscript as well as embarrassing 

Mr. Louis insisted he went to Israel for a photographs of her. At another point of his 
physical checkup and saw some friends. He colorful career, he published a report of an 
met there with a political adviser of Prime interview with "Nobel Prize-winner Alexander 
Minister Golda Meir, however, and this Solzhenitsyn, which. the Soviet writer later 
naturally set people to talking. denied having given. 

Whatever the real motive of that visit, Mr. Once he created a stir abroad by hinting 
Louis has chalked up some most unusual j n an ar ticle in the Evening News that the 
assignment's. , *> 7 . Soviet Union might attack China’s nuclear 
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n-atr-'<nHo is this smiling Soviet in- 


Louis, who seems to be iii f |0m tltat nia • 


the idea of looking up Victor Louis 
in Moscow: “Don’t see him. Don’t! 
See the museums. Sec the indoor- 
outdoor swimming pool. Stay away 


“That’s very, nice of you.” " "' ~ . os 
“Hey, my English is pretty col- ; 
loquiat ‘ American, isn’t it? Isn’t it? 
Isn’t it?” 

1 But despite his general duties as 
an all-purpose literary greeter, Vic- 


charge, among so many other re- ■ Good schoolboys in literature , . , . , .. 

sponsibilities, of tran portinf forged 'know that there were three Kara.ma- tor’s mternatmnal ham-and-eggsbusj- 
and dubious literary dScu ents cm ®v brothers-Alyosha. representing ness now seems focused on one curl- 
u mcrary documents, cm cniritualitv and guilt- Ivan, ous traditional Russian activity— -tue 

barrassing photographs, curious van- Russian intellect and use of literature as a means to create 

'* ion o icpiessed texts by famous 1 - Dmitri' representing Kus- History and continue the Struggle, 

writers, advance copies suspected of gunt- aild Dmitri, reprc-seiumg i.im > Pmn lrw.ment of art is a 

being arranged by the C.r.A. or the sian sensuality and guilt. The leally ^ ^ consdous cf ‘. 

K.G B (or by both, according to some good schoolboys also remember t> , ^ ^ Do . to ^ V£ , , g scenari0S( Tol . 
would-be paranoids), and in one case fourth Karamazov brother, Smcrdya- stoy > s - f a bfes and works with such 
at least, even played mirscy and com-’ kov, whose name sounds like wormy cl ystalline titles as “How Should a 
panion to a shrill novelist, Valeri death; he was an illegitimate half- Mail Live?’’ There is also' a dark tra- 
Tersis, whom the Soviet Government brother, -sired in abominable union r y,f mn ,-Y, ti 1P fm-r/Yrv "The 

•judged crazy enough to he harmless by. their wicked old man, not really plotocoh of the Fldersof Zion”Vic- 
and therefore fit to be. deposited in part of a good plan; he lived in damp! tor Lo uis broke the story of Khrush- 
the eager hands of English and Amer- outplaces; he suffered mysterious! c - nev ’ s olU ter, tipping off favored ' 

i ,! <C ' nRi } ,!0 avov,rcd ,an!c * n fke western correspondents in advance' 
family, and as the tragedy unrolls it 0 f yn y public convulsion — that was 
becomes clear that he is truly guilty h ar( i nows. He published a report of 
of obscure murders and, in general, nn interview with the Nobel Prize 
the carrying out of forbidden wills winner, Solzhenitsyn, which Sclz- 
and whims. ' ■ henitsyn says never took place. That 

i Hi there, Victor Louis (and what’s is softer 'cows. And he attempted to 
.your real name?). - undercut the famous Svetlana docu- 

Let’s leave Dostoyevsky’s crazed ' h ?, *°"ying abroad an "official 

imagination and talk about the cor, versl0n ’ mc,ud,n 8 vanant sectlons 
dial feller I was told to meet in Mosr 
cow four years ago— -because he v.as 


ican literati? 

'That’s kind of long- anti grammat- 
ically soggy for a rhetorical question, 
but who is he? • 

I've been a Victor Louis watoher* 
for many years. More than anyone' 
else, he made connection between 
the hysterical and brooding double, 
triple, quadruple agents of Dosto- 
yevsky’s • fantastic imagination and 
Moscow, circa 1970. Ke turned up in 
Moscow to help me around, and then 
again he turned up in San Francisco, 
maybe only in answer -to my prayers. 


so juicy and fun-loving and' god 


He is always doing 'something. T won- .contacts and helpful and everybody 
der if even Victor himself fully under- knows old Victor. If you’re a writer,' 
stands what he is doing. . you really don’t have to look him pp; 

.Most recently, our friend— Victor somehow he finds you. “He knows 
E. Louis, according to his card; Vital! 'everything. He can help,” my friend 
I.ui, according to other sources — a'r- sa ' d - Other people told me to look 
ranged the international sale of those Up different experts, tout many" of" 
confused notes called the Khrushchev them were hard to find, afraid, un- 
momoirs. He seems to make contact v/illing to meet another foreigner, 
with a large number of tbo literary abstracted by fear or rules; if they 
and journalistic visitors to Moscow' made appointments with me, it was 
and keeps so .busy all over the world on the steps of the Godless Museum 
that it sometimes socius there must bo or in the park. Not Victor. Not our 
many Victor Louises (pi.), all smiley mail Victor Louis. Ho practically 
and -nervous and rich and giggly and hopped into my arms ‘with squeaks 
eager and knowing, stamped out on of delight. He was my true pal. We 
an assembly line somewhere in Salt- walked through hotel lobbies, into 

minegorek. A famous East German limousines and to happy celebrations ... - 

Communist, • chatting with an Amer- _ at his. house, for ail the world Mice " * J t'™™^ h °*/ C \ eased , t0 
ican visitor recently, became morose, .the official greeter for, say, the city of. -- d ap n iot attac.c on the 
somber, earnest and advice-giving at Xa Jolla, paying attention to the P.R. ' 

man from The Senior Citizens Review. 


of her journals, papers locked in her 
desk drawers, reports of. conversa- 
tions with liar former husbands and 
even an kiterview with Svetlana’s 
long-dead aunt. Together with this 
experiment in spiritism, he peddled 
snapshots the lady found embarrass- ; 
ing. And to make the whole thing 
more earthy, there were hints of 
pornographic revelations in the off- 
ing. Solzhenitsyn applied the words 
“dirty trick” to. Victor’s attempt to 
get him in trouble with the K.G.B. 
The famous daughter used even 
stronger language. (Fraud, ' thievery, 
blackmail.) 

Now it seems almost as enlighten- 
ing to inquire .why Victor Louis car- 
ried the alleged Khrushchev memoirs 
abroad ns it is actually to read these 
familiar tales told on the playground 


Wtbert COLD, A toprow^».F»rtRelea^i2«(JS/c|i0/29.’! 

»*** Majfe Will," « of moot some people, What you doing heigh hoi" Arthur live 
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liberals in the Kremlin? To support 
the liberals? To muddy the waters 
about. Stalin, once, iagaiii’ Or simply 
ave money, 
’h C.ou ;■>!., 
1810-lGCl) for the — well, the fortunes 



Kll 


Ifot the American rights alone, must 
have given Victor a few great mo- 
ments. ; - • 

The notion that Victor Louis is 
one of the last of the oldtime oper- 
ators gains good support from the 
■ facts. lie translated "My Fair Lady” 
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But Pasternak and Solzhenitsyn arc. 
bad boys 'with their Nobel awards, 
and Brodsky, Akhmatova, Sinyavsky, . 
Daniel, Aleksandr Ginsburg— ah, so 
complicated, those are other stories,. 
They are, foolish poets and thinkers,' 
unlike middleman Victor, your friend- 


UlCtS. J.IU uuunv 

into Russian and collects its .royal- ]y guide to Moscow. ("Psychotic, a 
ties. He imports American movies, third-rate writer,” he said about his 
lie writes travel articles for the in- close friend Valeri Tnrsis, author of 
ternationa! press, and even has a “Ward Seven.’’) 
contract with The London Evening . I was a guest in Victor’s apart* 
News, not one of the great newspa- , ment in Moscow. I-Ie was good fun. 
pers, in fact a rather tdlcliy one, but He showed me banned books and 
a useful credential. Together with his Peons (he collects and sells them) 
*• — J — * and" sculpture and forbidden paint- 

ings. It was a delightful evening 
with Marshal Zhukov’s beautiful 


'English wife, Jennifer, he produced 
.•and sold at one time, with marvey 
Western enterprise, the only semi- 


•*i v, r 
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operating telephone directory for daughter, a broadcaster, and other 
1 foreigners In Moscow. He liad a privileged luminaries of the Moscow 
’ monopoly on the number you wanted media aristocracy. Imported cheese, 
He begged me for help in getting vodka, cigars, cold meats and a pri- 
itravel-article assignments. "How V ate look at the master’s den. He 
'•about Holiday? H0w about Venture?" likes to show off his visas, souvenirs, 
'.he asked. "How about The Chronicle letters from foreign friends, various 
of San Francisco?-” ' toys. Aw, he can’t be a secret police- 

man. He’s too nice. Would a secret 
policeman, with ' so many giggles 
and smirks and nervous twitches, 
ask if maybe Holiday would like 
a personal story about the Hermitage 
in Leningrad? Or My Summer Vaca- 
tion in Siberia? 

That’s not a, wicked K,G.B. 
agent. That’s not an evil con- 
niver. That's a modern,, up- > 
dated,' contemporary Super- 
snierdyakov, rolling a spitball 
to send the tourists with 
Polaroids flushing in to photo- 
. graph the largest indoor-out- 
door swimming pool in the 
world; between police mis- 
sions, that is. When he’s not 
petroling the Chinese border 


.If 'HE is one busy man. .With his 
'glasses like Eruit Cola bottles, his 
plump and pink face," his nervous 
(twitch, he works harder than he 
'should. to .qualify for the All-Russian 
’Indoor Silting Suave Contest. Urban-, 
ity is one of his hobbies. He tells 
' everyone the story of his Imprison- 
ment in an earlier, more difficult 
time. For what? He implies politics. 

Others in Moscow suggest that he 
was a police agent in a Stalin labor 
camp. He talks freely, but doesn’t 
tell. 

When I asked him about Iosip 
Brodsky, the brilliant Leningrad poet 

who. had recently been tried and con- , — „ --- . - 

victed of "parasitism”- — he was with tendency in hand. Or 

-banned from the Wnteis Union and ^ . Inc . 0r offering 

therefore officially could not set up fresh jkons for sale , good 
• as a poet— -Victor said, 'v/hoshe. . p r jce, guaranteed Russian 
And then answered his own question: o r f|jodok first quality. 

"A fool.” Brodsky insisted on writing 

his own way, .living his own life. FEW years ago, in San 

Naturally he needed some forced Francisco, Victor Louis (for it 

labor,- ■ .. was indeed he) turned up with 

Later, when Sinyavsky and Daniel .a tourist’s passport, un- 

were also condemned for sending escorted by the chuck-faced 

their writings abroad, after a trial chaperons who usually nde 

, 1 , , . cmripf Union even herd on Soviet delegates. He 

winch shamed the Soviet Union even ^ , n ^ & visItor> nQt a 

unto the .ranks ° * c P y delegate to anything — a 

French and Italian Communist par- gov .| t firgt[ Jugt a u-p.vc.lin’ 

■ tics, Victor is credited with a lov y man . Ke had been passed from 
■.counterploy. The novelist. Tarsis, fin N.fc.c. executive in New 
judged an insane dissenter, commit- york to a local business ex- 
. ted to a sanitarium, would be shipped ecilt jve to -a baclielor lawyer, 
to the West as a proof that, look, vvko f 0U nd himself in charge 
we’re happy to get rid of these mal- 0 f providing the charming 
contents. "See? We don’t keep people. R US sian with provincial en- 
They want out? See, he’s out.” Who tertainment. Victor was writ- 
rode nanny alongside Tarsis when he ing -a guide to America, it 


experience, 
and quickly, quickly: 

O To enjoy transculturai sex--' 
ual congress with a Jewish „ 
, . whore on silk sheets. 

O ' To meet some San Fran- 
cisco gangster, Mafia, Cosa 
Nostra or racketeer chief- 
'tains'. 

0 Information about the 
American banking system. 
(“Peculiar books for a guy 

- looking to get laid,” said 

1 one of his guides. '"The 
1 History of American Bank- 
ing.' Stuff like that.”) 

- Genie, genie, O grant me my 
. dreams! 

■ His activities during iris 
brief sojourn in San Francisco 
partake of high roguishness, 
at least. A. .secretary with 
whom he consoled himself 
while awaiting Experience No. 

1 says: "Tie told mq lie was a- 
double agent, loyal to both 
sides, and both know lie’s 
loyal to both. I know that 
.sounds confusing. He says lie’s , 
loo important to get in 
•trouble.” The businessman, 
says Victor put $65,000 in 
cash in his safe, and then took 
it out again before he left. 
•Why? No explanation. (He 
•may have heard that San 
Francisco is an expensive 
town for tourists.) He asked 

the lawyer to help him form a 
syndicate to invest in land in 
Algeria. lie controlled some 
real estate in .the former 
French colony ' and needed 
American investors who 
valued Soviet know-how in the 
emergent Third World. He 
said that lie had a French 
grandfather; thus the name. 
He said he had a Jewish 
grandfather, thus he couldn’t, 
be anti-Semitic. He rushed 
around meeting Pierre Salinger 
and Melvin Belli. He declared 
he was ah intimate friend of 
the poet Yevtushenko (Yev- 
tushenko later vigorously 
denied it). 

He got his three wishes in 
San Francisco. The genie was 
good to him. The American 
tradition of hospitality is a 
powerful one. I provided one 
of the sour notes of his visit 
by arguing with him about the 
situation of artists, Jews and 
political dissenters in his 

homeland. i 

■ i 

¥ ■ 

. .’k-JjAST summer, the novelist 
Earl Shorris, with his teen- 
age son Tony, visited at Vic- 
tor's country house in Pere- 
delkino. He 'was once more 
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pool, his outdoor roussene 
(built in the shape of a toy 
locomotive), serving Pimm’s 
Cups and Cokes, caviar, Cuban 
cigars and brandy in the 
garden after dinner. On one. 
side dwelled a high official of 
Tass; on the. other, the gen- 
eral in charge of the Warsaw 
Pact forces. A couple of his 
children went off in the Land 
Hover with a servant. Another 
servant had served dinner, 
and Tony remembers the cute 
son who, of course, spoke 
English and called Jello 
/’Wobbly.” One of the other 
guests, Stanley Karnow, jour- 
nalist, compared notes with 
him about China. Another , 
visitor, a man from Time, 
Inc., drank heartily, had an j 
amusing mishap involving a 
chair (no harm done) and 
seemed to be in a negotiating 
frame of mind. j 

Victor may not be the ! 
Soviet Champion of Suave, 
but 'even his shyness is in- 
gratiating, and his- brashness 
seems to have a foundation 
. of secure unease. Mention of. 

‘ a certain northern area near 
the Arctic Circle called lip the 
wistful comment:' "That’s 
where my prison camp was.” 
From prisoner — For treason? 
For black-marketing? He tells 


heir to Chiang Kai-shek. The 
official Peking news agency 
described this reconnaissance 
visit in the nonfraternal 
words, "a despicable provoca- 
tion against the Chinese peo- 
pie.’’ But after these incidents, 
the mainland Chinese agreed 
to resume discussion with 
their paternal allies. 

An article in a Danish news- 
paper summarized his week- 
long stay at the Hotel d’Angle- 
terre in Copenhagen, in th.c 
company of an editor of Life 
and two staff men, with these 
laconic words: "They con- 
sumed a . great deal of 
whisky.” 

This activity involves rapid 
upward mobility for a man 
who served as messenger 
boy for the New Zealand 
and Brazilian Embassies in 
Moscow just after World 
War H, then went away to 
prison for a decade, then ap- 
peared in the late fifties as a 
purveyor of avant-garde 
paintings to foreigners in 
Moscow, then merchandised 
interviews with Khrushchev 
and Vice President Humphrey, 
versions of American musi- 
cals, photograph albums from 
Soviet archives. At least it 
seems like upward mobility 
to an American; it may, in 
sideways 


•’ifferent stories— to transla 
lor of “My Fair Lady.” and so Soviet terms, be 
many other documents makes advancement, 
him the Eliza Doolittle of 
Soviet capitalism. “He is tes- 


. Finally, Smerdynkov, too, 
is a mystery. Neither Dos- 


timony, says Karnow, to toyevsky nor generations of 
the fact, that Soviet burcauc- readers have been able to see 
racy is flexible. And also that into the deepest heart of the 
a talented Russian can juggle yearning doer of dirty work 


the system to his own advan 
tage." 


He wants to be loved; lie 
seeks power; he is the victim 


4 v. | » ivbim 

That talented Russian seems of deeper and colder men; he 
to have been the first public knows a ■ loneliness which 
Soviet visitor to -Taiwan. In chilis; he takes risks which 
an article for The London only heroes take. The compli- 
Evening Hews he hinted that cated multi-agent may be a 
the U.S.S.ll. was readying a puzzle and an enigma even to 
surprise attack on China, pos- himself, 
sibly on the nuclear site of Being acquainted with Vic- 
Lob Nor. He also said that tor Louis, having been on the 
Chinese underground radio receiving end of the love-me 
stations indicated there were look he shoots out in all di-' 
forces and leaders begging for rcctions, I cannot suggest that 
Soviet intervention. If either lie is some kind of devil, 
supposition had been more Rather, he is an impish human 
than newspaper talk, an inter- being. I-Ie feels a genuine con- 
contincntal guided missive, noisseur’s relish for the for- 
Victor Louis should surely bidden artists and artifacts he 
have been subject to Soviet exceptionally unforbiclden 
discipline as a dangerous nion- 1° handle. In his- heart of 
gorof wars. The article seems hearts, he' must think himself 
to have been words, words, least a half-brother to the 


merest words, in the great • twwuu liU V/VUUVCilCi)| 
tradition of trial balloons and otherwise, why would he 
. menacing bluff. Vicl<&|^biMfed t l Pdfr Rtetea^6 a 20(JfiWO'/2& : 

... . . hkes having good buddies. If 


Americans he cultivates 


Jennifer Stratham, and now 
has children by her — half- 
English children who call 
Jello “Wobbly” • — he must 
think the English cute, too. 

And he claims ' that French 
grandfather; surely he likes 
being a cosmopolite. When he 
asked the San Francisco law- 
yer to provide him with the 
tender favors of a Jewish Bar- 
baiy Coaster, this desire carne 
not of mere calculation of an 
interesting .chapter in his 
travel book about America. As 
Plato says, "Every desire is a 
desire for something,” and the 
desires of Victor Louis’s cov- 
etous heart must be excep- 
tionally complex on both the 
political and personal levels. 

A man. who is lascivious 
can t be all bad. A man who 
exposes himself so dramati- 
cally — words, money and 
temper — is still alive and vig- 
010113 tunicl the multiplying 
grayness of contemporary 
Moscow. He . walks an ex- 
posed and dangerous high 
tightrope. 

If the United States of 
America must have an ad- 
versary to the east, it’s re- • 
assuring that the adversary is 
not a monolithic one. Weak- 
ness and greed, enthusiasm 
for goods ancl toys, a willing- ■ 
ness to saw on the limb on 
which he sits make .Victor 
Louis tlie kind of adversary 
we might learn to enjoy. He £ 
also a homely friend, not; 
merely an enemy. He really 
likes making contact. He is 
doing a job with enthusiasm. 
Amid ail the passionate issues 
which separate us from the 
Soviet rulers, one of the . 
matters which give hope for 
a reconciliation is this play- ! 
ful and: erratic, gaming. We ' 
may not understand Victor 
Louis any better than lie him- 
self does, but we can recog- 
nize him, smoke his. Cuban 
cigars and use him as we are ■ 
used by him. Many Americans' 
are in friendly touch with use- 
ful Victor. In argument he is 
clever and cool, but when the 
argument is over he. bears ho 
grudge. ‘ . .I 

He is a confused soul with 
clear allegiances. He is a com- 
plicated person serving a rigid 
cause. Most likely he has new 
surprises in store for the 
growing fan', club of Victor- 
ologists. 

Anybody want to buy a 

i©HAdRBR5fiaBa@29€JRft402O0 1 

tired ikon? How about some 


js of Svetlana? Or a 
funny opinion about Solz- 
henitsyn or Sinynvaky? 

Or a view of Chilean social- 
ism? 

Or maybe you’d like a 
travel guide to silk sheets in 
San Francisco? 

Victor Evgenyevich Louis is 
one busy fellow. □ 
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By PSTlBK WORTHINGTON 


. ! Toronto,'. Canada. 

Possibly the most interesting aspect of 
■the -strange appearance in the Yc'est of the 
alleged memoirs ol Nikita Khrushchov is 
not Hie contents, but the nature of the 


» y y\n s 7;v7 •; 

a;i "j 

JUUtvuJUli!. 

ALf/J.U 


O' 


aVW 7". d'rt' 

v/ 7 f 

7 v i,v 


crude KGB attempt to frame Solzhenit- 
syn so lie could be prosecuted for anti- 
Soviet activities. • 

Louis has served a number of mysteri- 
ous functions for the K.G1J ana tile ror 


man respond 


dble for getting (hem ncre. 

,i His name:' Victor Louis', nominally the 
• Moscow representative of the London 
Evening News. A Soviet citizen, lie is 
widely' believed to be a secret police 
(KGB) functionary. Ho is also that rarest 
of creatures in Russia: a capitalist, en- 
trepreneur and millionaire. 

It has been revealed that Victor Louis 
is the one who brought out. Khrushchev’s 


Pigeons,” is a composite portrayal of 
seven informers, the plain one bomg Mo- 
tor Louis. ;. .1 

Louis tried to contact Beiinr.ov a coupri 
of years ago through a third party, 
oes iuuvi;;jii.’i ivi mv ™u ... ’■ i,i- - ■■■ ■ ‘‘Louis asked Vile through a fiienci not (u 
eign Ministry. He’s mr.de semi-official write about Solzhenitsyn at all, and want- 
visits to such places as Spain and Formo-, eel roc to persuade others not to write 
sa, where (lie U.S.S.ll. lias no diplomatic either, since jl could ljnrm Solzhenitsyn, ■ 
relations. lie has also been on missions to said Belinhov. ■ 

Kuwait and Fiji, ot all places. “I considered this a provoeatictn: In 

lie is well-known to Moscow’s journal- fact, the only guarantee of freedom for 
istic fratermtv and to the Moscow diplo- Solzhenitsyn is his world fame~I am 

K . , i t . r. .. . .. * ,1 (1,a trtn 



w r 
are more 


md provocative man 


Victor Louis— or Vitaly Yager, evich Lui, 
to give him his Russian name. • 
lie is in Ills mic’-'O’s end has boon 
mixed up in so many nefarious deals that 
there is no longer much doubt— if there 
ever was any—tfint he is a KGB em- 
ployee. In return for occasional odious, 
but rewarding, duties, lauis lives the life 
of a free enterpriser in’ Moscow. 


malic corps, whom he invites to bashes 
at his villa at Pcridelkino, near where 
the late Boris Pasternak is buried. Cana- 
dian, British and American diplomats 
are under orders to have no truck with 
Vidor Louis and to refuse all “social'’ 
invitations. ' ■ 

Fake hi i civic re vAlh Solzhenitsyn 

He circulated a defamatory “inter- 
view” of Solzhenitsyn, which was pub- 
lished in such, a reputable paper as the 
Washington .Sfor. 

Such publications as the New York 
TiMes, Washington Post, Time , Nctcs- 
iveeli, Manchester Guardiev., I.onciun 
Times, Italy’s Carrie rc Delia Sera • and 
Germany’s Bur Spiegel have all noted 
Louis’s alleged links with Soviet intelii- 
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contacts 


Louis ; 

dso sold NBC 

a filmed interview 

Belinhov 

rccallc! 

1 Ills 

with 


ejuite sure, that this is the only reason • 
whv the KGB hasn't ‘LJicn care of him 
before this.” 

, What’s the reason behind .the Thrush- • 
chev memoirs? • 

Victor Zoiv.a, the Manchester Gtiorcu-.. y 
an's world-respected authority on Soviet'' 
affairs, has 'speculated that if is a ploy by-* 
the KGB’s Department “D” (for pisin-7. 
formation) to establish channels r.ncMo.':. 
malar use of tire West $ enormous priL-3 Ici-y 
ty outlets. lie suggests _ that through’, 
Louis, the KGB is accosrinj know-how, 
making contacts and learning methods-^ 
that may be of future use. It is, hem 
suggests, "a dry run for some more. . 
ambitious psychological warfare opera- 
tion.” . . 

This may or- may not be the case: 
Certainly Western intelligence and secu- 
rity services are deeply suspicious, and 
disapproving of Victor Louis’s activities. 

How has he survived?. . . 

Another valid possibility .why the- 
Khrushchev memoirs are being given' by 
the West is (hat they may serve as a sortw 
of distraction to the Nobel award to Alex--- 
under Solzhenitsyn. The theory is that 
public interest in Khrushchov, who is.-.l 
ineffectual now, will overshadow Solzben** . 


with Khrushchev in retirement a couple 
of years ago. Then ho tried to peddle a 
Soviet film about Svet.lsna, .in which her. 
children denounced her as a traitor. NBC 


boms arm was ace 

manuscript, of Alexc 

N'L-,’ prtv,; novel, 
West Germany. He - 
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